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SUBJECT: ITALIAN COMMUNISTS ENGAGE IN SELF-CRITICISM 

SUMMARY. THE DIRECTORATE OF THE ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY (PCI) 
ISSUED A LENGTHY DOCUMENT (THREE COLUMNS IN L'UNITA 
FEBRUARY 20) DISCUSSING RECENT DEVELOPMENTS AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ROME CAMPUS, INCLUDING THE DISRUPTION OF 
THE MEETING OF CGIL SECRETARY LUCIANO LAMA. THE DOCUMENT 
CALLS FOR A SERIOUS SELF-CRITICISM BY COMMUNISTS FOR THEIR 
FAILURE TO UNDERSTAND THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE SITUATION 
AND THE MOOD OF THE STUDENTS, ATTRIBUTES THE TENSION ON 
THE CAMPUSES TO YEARS OF GOVERNMENTAL NEGLECT AND MISMANAGE- 
MENT, SHARPLY CRITICIZES THE TACTICS AND THE STRATEGY OF 
THE "AUTONOMIST" GROUPS, AND INDICATES THE NEED FOR THE PCI 
AND ITS YOUTH FEDERATION TO DEVELOP A PLAN DESIGNED TO REGAIN 
THE CONFIDENCE OF ALIENATED YOUTH ELEMENTS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE PCI DIRECTORATE HAS APPROVED A LENGTHY DOCUMENT 
ANALYZING THE EVENTS LEADINGUP TO THE INCIDENT ON THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ROME CAMPUS ON FEBRUARY 18 IN WHICH A 
MEETING AT WHICH CGIL SECRETARY LAMA WAS SPEAKING WAS 
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DISRUPTED (ROME 2721). THE LAMA INCIDENT LED TO A 
DAY OF UNREST BY STUDENTS WHICH WAS EVENTUALLY ENDED 
WHEN POLICE WENT IN AND CLEARED THE STUDENTS FROM THE 
CAMPUS. THE UNIVERSITY OF ROME MAIN CAMPUS IS NOW 
CLOSED, AND SERIOUS DAMAGE TO FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT IS 
REPORTED TO HAVE OCCURRED. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


2. THE MOST INTERESTING PART OF THE PCI DOCUMENT 
IS ITS SPECIFIC MENTION OF THE NEED FOR SELF- 
CRITICISM. THE DOCUMENT NOTES THAT IN THE FACE OF 
THESE GRAVE INCIDENTS. "IT IS NECESSARY TO CARRY 
OUT A SERENE AND RIGOROUS SELF-CRITICISM ON THE PART 

OF THE COMMUNISTS FOR THE ERRORS AND THE UNCERTAINTIES 
WHICH HAVE OCCURRED," THE DOCUMENT GOES ON TO 
ACKNOWLEDGE THAT "THERE WAS LACKING A FULL AND 
IMMEDIATE COMPREHENSION, IN RECENT DAYS, OF THE CLIMATE 
WHICH HAD BEEN CREATED AT THE CAMPUS ESPECIALLY 
WITH REGARD TO THE PRESENCE OF ARMED AND ORGAIZED 
GROUPS OF SQUADRISTI". 

3. THE PCI DOCUMENT LEADS OFF BY DECLARING THAT 
THE TENSIONS ON THE CAMPUS RESULT FROM YEARS 

OF GOVERNMENTAL NEGLECT AND MISMANAGEMENT. THEY HAVE 

BEEN COMPLICATED BY THE FACT, ACCORDING TO THE COMMUNISTS, 

THAT THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION HAS PROPOSED A UNIVERSITY 

REFORM PROGRAM WITHOUT FIRST HAVING A FULL AND OPEN DIALOGUE 

WITH ALL DEMOCRATIC FORCES IN THE NATION. IN 

ADDITION, THE DOCUMENT STRONGLY CRITICIZES THE TACTIS 

AND THE STRATEGY OF THE "AUTONOMIST" GROUPS, WHICH 

ARE SEEN AS PLAYING INTO THE HANDS OF REACTIONARY 

ELEMENTS IN THE COUNTRY, AND URGES THE PARTY AND ITS 

YOUTH AFFILIATE TO MOBILIZE A NATIONAL CAMPAIGN AIMED 

AT ATTRACKING THE YOUTH OF THE COUNTRY IN ITS 

ENTIRETY. 

4. COMMENT. THE SPEED WITH WHICH THE PCI 
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PRODUCED THE DOCUMENT INDICATES THE DEGREE TO WHICH 
THE PARTY WAS STUNG BY THE INCIDENT AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF ROME. OF SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE WAS THE CALL FOR 
SELF-CRITICISM, WHICH IS APPARENTLY THE FIRST TIME 
THE PARTY HAS RESORTED TO THIS TECHNIGUE IN YEARS. 

WHILE THE NAMES OF THOSE TO WHOM THE CALL IS 
ADDRESSED ARE NOT SPECIFICALLY INDICATED, THE DOCUMENT 
CLEARLY REFERS TO THE CGIL LEADERSHIP AND THE ROME 
FEDERATIONS OF THE PCI AND ITS YOUTH AFFILIATE. IN 
LINE WITH THE ORIENTATION OF THE DOCUMENT, THE PARTY'S 
YOUTH ORGANIZATION HAS NOW BEGUN A TWO-DAY CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE MEETING TO DISUCSS THE SITUATION ON THE 
CAMPUSES. IN THE DAYS AHEAD, WE CAN EXPECT TO SEE THE 
PARTY LAUNCHING A NUMBER OF NEW INITIATIVES AIMED AT 
SEEKING TO REGAIN THE SUPPORT AND MOMENTUM IT FEELS 
IT HAS LOST AMONG UNIVERSITY STUDENTS. HOWEVER, IT 
WILL HAVE TO PROCEED CAUTIOUSLY IN ORDER TO AVOID A 
SERIES OF CONFRONTATIONS WITH THE EXTREME LEFT WHICH 
THE PARTY CAN ILL-AFFORD AT THIS CRUCIAL POINT IN 
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